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The Main Idea Questions

Part 4

Guessing the Main Idea of the Text

A.

Read the title, the first sentences of each paragraph and the last sentence of the text and answer the question that follows.

Fears

(Paragraph 1) Being afraid is natural

(Paragraph 2) There are other fears, however, that cannot be explained "logically".

(Paragraph 3) Other fears are the unknown and the supernatural.

(Paragraph 4) Fears of one sort or another will always be with us. 

(Last Sentence) Sometimes they are justified but sometimes they cannot really be explained.

(from It's time for ABC - UPP)

The main idea of the text is:

a) fears are going to exist forever.

b) we are afraid of the supernatural.

c) most of the fears cannot be explained.

B.

Read the title, the first sentences of each paragraph and the last sentence of the text and answer the question that follows.

Pirate CD Sales

The Illegal Joy of Music

(Paragraph 1) Listening to music has never been more popular, but the major record companies are not happy with how people are getting it.

(Paragraph 2)The music industry is facing a real problem at the moment.

(Paragraph 3) Pirating music is illegal.

(Paragraph 4)The industry has threatened to sue hundreds of individual computer users who illegally share music files online. 

(Last Sentence) Many people believe that the solution lies in protecting songs and finding a way to charge Internet users for every song they download.

(from It's time for ABC - UPP)

 According to the text, the main problem of the music industry is:

a) people download music without being charged.

b) music is illegal.

c) major record companies are happy with how people are getting it.

C.

Read the title, the first sentences of each paragraph and the last sentence of the text and answer the question that follows.

Teenagers and Video Games

(Paragraph 1) Video games are becoming more and more popular.

(Paragraph 2) One study interviewed 650 young people between the ages of 11 and 18.

(Paragraph 3) Many of the players said that they felt alone and helpless.

(Paragraph 4) The video game industry is larger than the children's television and film industry.

(Last Sentence) Experts feel that teachers and parents should help young people overcome their addiction and prevent more cases of addiction to video games.

(from It's time for ABC - UPP)

The main problem discussed in the text is:

a) the popularity of video games.

b) being alone and helpless.

c) the difficulties of getting rid of the addiction to video games.

D.

Read the title, the first sentences of each paragraph and the last sentence of the text and answer the question that follows.

Stardust on its Way to Earth
(Paragraph 1) The Stardust spacecraft is set to land on Earth, bringing with it microscopic dust grains from space. 

(Paragraph 2) Researchers believe Stardust collected 45 interstellar dust grains.

(Paragraph 3) It's a tough job and researchers want the public to help them find the submicroscopic bits of dust. 

(Paragraph 4) Once the stardust has been identified, the researchers will use data provided by volunteers to extract the practically invisible grains. 

 (Last Sentence) Researchers hope the grains will give them a better idea about how distant stars work and how the solar system formed. 

(from TimeForKids.com)

The main idea of the text is:

d) researching newly found dust from space

e) a spacecraft named Stardust.

f) how volunteers help scientists

