Hi there!! Do you know, or can you guess, these words ??

1. Your peers are people in your social group and who influence you.

2. He dominates everyone, they all do what he tells them.

3. He is one of the world’s best tennis players, he is in the top rankings.

4. When I see how   beautiful she is, I feel envy .I want to be like her.

5. He always does very serious and rigorous homework.

6.  His standards are very high, he never accepts second best.  

7. The trend today is for parents to spoil their children too much, right??

8. He is a very authoritarian parent. He won’t let his children do anything!!

He even uses corporal punishment on them, hitting them with a hairbrush!

9. This teacher emphasises rote memorisation, we just have to learn everything by heart, like parrots, or tape recorders.

10. Does your school have different tracks for students with different abilities, or do all the students learn together in the same class ??
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1.  Look at these headlines:

	AT THE TOP OF THE CLASS

A worldwide math and science study shows that Asian kids outrank their peers in America and Western Europe.

	 Where was the study done ?

 What did it study ?

 Who was the best ?


Answer in your notebook,
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2. Now read these few easy to understand words taken from paragraph 2.
	Not sure how to .....?  ..... Just ask a kid from Singapore. .........eighth graders from the tiny nation outperformed their peers in both subjects.

	 Think of the headline you just read. What 2 subjects are ‘both subjects?’

 Which country’s students were best ?

 What class are we talking about ?


Answer in your notebook,
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3.
	Now read paragraph one in the article on the page that you get from your caring and hard working teacher.

	 What are some other countries feeling?

 Which countries?

 Why?


Answer in your notebook,
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4.
	Even rivals Japan and Korea - which generally refuse to participate in any study the other has entered,  .........................

	 Will it go on to say that Japan and Korea both took part in the study, or not?

 What words told you this ?


Answer in your notebook,
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5.
	Now read paragraph 2.

	 What words does it use to say that Japan and Korea “took part in the challenge “?

 In what 3 ways is this study different from, and better than, older studies ?


Answer in your notebook,
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6.
	Read paragraph 3.

	Complete in your own words, according to what the article says.

Three things  the most successful countries have in common are that they all

 have high _______________________________,

 think that academic success is ____________________________ 

 and want parents to_______________________________________________ .


Answer in your notebook,
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7.
	Read paragraph 4.

	 What are 2 surprising things about the comparison between some high performing countries and lower achievers like the United States. 

 Why are these 2 facts so surprising ?

 What is ironic about the American and Singaporean attitudes to tracking students into different classes by ability?


Answer in your notebook,
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Now I suggest you read to the end of the article, and then ask your teacher for the homework questions.
 Please  remember that for these questions you should. 

WRITE ON EVERY SECOND LINE OF A  LARGE PAGE

Thank you.
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answers 1.
	AT THE TOP OF THE CLASS

A worldwide math and science study shows that Asian kids outrank their peers in America and Western Europe.

	 Where was the study done ?

 What did it study ?

 Who was the best ?

	 All over the world.

 Math and science knowledge among schoolchildren.

 Asian schoolchildren.
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answers 2.
	Not sure how to .......... Just ask a kid from Singapore. .........eighth graders from the tiny nation outperormed their peers in both subjects.

	 Think of the headline you just read. What 2 subjects are ‘both subjects?’

 Which country’s students were best ?

 What class are we talking about ?

	 Math and science.

 Singapore’s.

 Eighth grade. (8)
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answers3.
	Now read paragraph one in the article on the page that you get from your caring and hard working teacher.

	 What are some other countries feeling?

 Which countries?

 Why?

	 Envy and jealousy.

 America and countries in Europe.

 Their students did not do so well as Asian students in math and science.
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answers 4.
	Even rivals Japan and Korea - which generally refuse to participate in any study the other has entered ..........................

	 Will it go on to say that Japan and Korea both took part in the study, or not?

 What words told you this ?

	 Yes, it will say they both took part in the study.

 The words “even”  and “generally refuse”.
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answers 5.
	Now read paragraph 3.

	 What words does it use to say that Japan and Korea “took part in the challenge “?

 How is this study different from, and better than, older studies ?

	 It says they  “laid down their gauntlets” .

 This study is different because it also looked at teaching styles, study habits, and curricula ( the study programs). Earlier studies were not as good because they did not check these things, they only checked results of the testing.
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answers 6.
	Read paragraph 3.

	Complete in your own words, according to what the article says.

Three things  the most successful countries have in common are that they all

 have high  academic standards,

 think that academic success is very important 

 and want parents to be involved in their children’s schoolwork or studies .
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answers 7.
	Read paragraph 4.

	 What are 2 surprising things about the comparison between some high performing countries and lower achievers like the United States. 

 Why are these 2 facts so surprising ?

 What is ironic about the American and Singaporean attitudes to tracking students into different classes by ability?

	 The 2 surprising things are that the more successful countries have bigger classes (40 pupils) and give very little homework, while  countries whose pupils are less successful have smaller classes who get a lot of homework.

 This is very surprising as we would expect pupils in smaller classes to get more individual attention and do better, and we would  expect people who do a lot of homework to do better.

 Students are tracked by ability in both countries, the Americans say it is the reason for their not doing well, but the Singaporeans say it is the reason they did do well  !!! 
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answers 8.
 GOTOBUTTON Q8 RETURN 

answers 9.
 GOTOBUTTON Q9 RETURN 

answers 10.
 GOTOBUTTON Q10 RETURN 

