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Fridman is certitied by the
International Association of
Professional Tattoo Artists.
Cleanliness and sterility are his
first priorities, he says. Needles,
cotton wool, razors used to shave
body hair, even the colors injected
under the skin are only used once
and then thrown away to protect
clients from infection.

\~ The actual tattoo is created by -
using a high-speed tattoo gun,
which pushes a thin needie in and
out of the skin at a rapid pace. The
usual procedure is to outline the
picture first in a dark color, and
then fill in the colors, but that’s
not whitten in stone. “It’s up to the
artist,” Fridman says.

1y The guys who work at Psycho
Tattoo specialize in black, gray
and white portraits and drawings,
Fridman continues. Careful
shading makes the portraits look
quite lifelike.

™ “You have to stretch the skin
first, and the drawing comes out
reddish-brown,” he says. “You
have to know from experience
what the final Eict_g;e will look

)

compared to 4% of the women-
have more sex on weekdays than
at the weekend, and 8% of the
women and 8% of the men say
they don’t have sex at all.

LET’S MOVE on. Who doesn’t
watch films? Half the population:
70% of the religious and haredim;
more than 75% of those asked
without high-school education;
more than 80% of people aged 65
i and above; and half the married

% e

like. Getting the shading just right
is hard. You have to keep the skin
very smooth as you go.”

s Fridman says he’ll tattoo just
about any picture or slogan on
someone, “but no swastikas or

faces. “The facial skin is too thin,
and the picture can get messy
years later,” he explains. He also
discourages young couples from
tattooing each other’s names on
their bodies.

\s Clients have to be at least 18,
according to a big sign on the
shop’s front door. While Fridman
says people can be tattooed “in
any condition,” it’s not good to get
a tattoo while you are drunk.
“Your blood is too liquid, and the
colors don’t take, so the tattoo can
fade,” he explains.

1 “People used to come drunk for
tattoos so they wouldn't feel the
pain. But pain is in the mind. If
you come in and think how much

i it’s going to hurt, it will. But if

you realize that the pain is part of

the process of getting your tattoo,
then it won’t hurt.”

YISRAELIS TEND to go for small

tattoos, like butterflies, dolphins
and roses, he says. “That’s too
bad. The bigger the picture, the
more amsuc 1t is, the more colors
you can use.”
Fridman enjoys doing big, .
ehand tattoos the best. One of
. his favorites was a large half-
i angel, half-devil he created on one
! client’s back. “It was his.first
tattoo and it was huge,” he says.

PLO stuff.”” And he doesn’t tattoo
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hey used to be about tattoos.’

used to be about tattoos,” Fridman
says. “1 see parents coming in with
their kids, to make sure.
everythmg s cool. And next thing
you kinow; the parent is sitting in
the chair’ hlmself, getting a tattoo
with his

1) “People don t have to think so
much before getting one today.
Tattoos are seen as sexy, not
criminal.” The best place to get a

such as the leg, upper back, arm or
[male) chest. The worst place, he
says, is on any part of the body that
is susceptible to later stretching,
such as the buttocks, belly or waist.
“Tattoos can stretch out of shape
over the years,” he wams. “You
have to think about that when you
come in at a young age. How will
your body look in 20 years?”
|2 Most of Fridman's clients are
repeat customers. They come for
one small tattoo and get hooked.
13 In his free time, Fridman says,
draw, paint and pierce myself.”
He’d like to continue perfecting
his craft, perhaps traveling back to
the US — where he lived as 2
teenager — to get greater exposure
for his tattoos, “The best artists do
freehand tattoos all day,” he says.
“You can see their work coming
down the street a-mile away.”

" Fridman sdys his career choice
was difficult for-his parents to
accept. ‘Now. they accept it,
because they know it’s what | want
to do,” he says. “I'm an artist. At a
very early age I chose my path, and
I've been on it ever since.”

1w “People are more open than they

tattoo is where the skin is most taut,
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By Sue Fishkoff

Lior Fridman bends forward over
the bare thigh of the young man
sitting in the chair in frofit of him,
carefully filling in the final colors
of an elfin figure he has jost -
tattooed onto the guy's skin.
& “That’ll be NIS 600, he says, as
the young man gingerly pulls up
his jeans. Fridman pockets the
cash, and tells the client how to
care for his new body decoration:
keep it dry, don’t wear tight pants,
and don’t pick at the scab or the
colors might come off.
) Fridman, 19,isa full-time tattoo
artist at Psycho Tattoo in Tel
Aviv’s Dizengoff Center. He's a
piece of work himself, a walking
advertisement for his: profession,
His chin and ears are liberally
pierced, and his arms, legs and
torso are covered with tattoos.
# A lifelike black-and-white
portrait of the late Doors singer.
Jim Morrison climbs up his right
forearm, which is presently '
sheathed in plastic to protecta - .
“color. touch-up” he’s just had done
on an older tattoo neat his elbow.
U His favorite tattoo is one he did
himself on his right upper thigh —
a striking rendition of the spider-
like creature that bursts cut of
folks’ bellies in the sci-fi flick
Alien. Fridman got his first tattoo
at 15, aﬁer-,begging his parents for
permission for five years. He bares
his right shoulder blade to show it
off: an ‘elephant insignia
surrounding the word “Vallely,”
the name of a skateboard he used
to ride.

Avi Vanuny, the ownet of
Psycho Tattoo, inscribed that
particular picture on Fridman's
body, and then taught the young
man his craft. Fridman had always
loved to draw, and used to spend
hours in his room filling pages
with his own designs. “'I draw on
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Statistics don’t lle as
often as people do

By Liat Collins

Yediot Aharonot analyzed what
the Israeli public does over the
weekend, producing a few
surprising statistics and a lot of
damn lies.

Given the nature of statistical
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paper, canvas, walls, people,
anywhere,” he says. “I wanted to
do something with my'an, not just
work in a pizzeria.’
R At 17, Fridman began workmg
in the shop. He had almost
completed high school in Rishon
Lezion, but, as he puts it, “they
didn’t like the way I looked; 1 was
into tattoos and body-piercing.”
L It took him a year of theoretical
study and practice before he was
ready to work on paying clients.
“You start by working on people
you know, the locals who come to
the shop all the time,” he says.
“It’s cheaper for them, and if the
worst comes to the worst, it can be
redone later.”

THE EASIEST designs to do, and
the first ones he did on clients, are
black-and-white “tribals,” or
simple geometric and animal

moves on to “flash” pictures,
which are images taken from
tattoo books clients can pore over
in the shop’s lobby.

* bm But the ultimate expression of

the tattoo artist’s skill is the
“freehand” tattoo, the picture he

draws himself on the client’s body,
in consultation with the client. “He
might bring in a picture he’s taken
from somewhere, or a rough
sketch of what he wants, and we
work together to come up with the
final picture,” Fridman says.

?4\ Like all professional tattoo
{artists working in this country,

the week, but only 16% claim to
watch more over the weekend.

Unfike all these activities; only
shopping is more common on
weekdays (47%) than over the
weekend.

Rl

shapes. From there, a tattoo artist '
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