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Earthlings to get first chance to talk to aliens
PARIS - Earthlings will get a first chance to send messages to space aliens this year on a rocket bound for Saturn’s biggest moon, the European Space Agency (ESA) said.

ESA said it would collect electronic signatures and messages and pack them onto a CD-ROM aboard the Huygens probe due to blast off Oct. 6 for a seven-year voyage to Titan as a “token of human life” in deep space.

It said the greetings would be collected by ESA on a special site on the Internet computer network, www.huygens.com. They would be accepted until March 1.

What’s in a name? In Antarctica, almost anything

PALMER STATION, Antarctica - There is a place called The Blob, another known as Blow-Me-Down Bluff and a prominent rock outcrop called Sore Thumb because it sticks out like one in the frozen wilderness.

No other spot in the world has such odd names as Antarctica, where a century of explorers, adventurers and researchers have let their imaginations run wild when putting a moniker to a mountain or a label to a glacier.

There is Mt. Wyatt, named by an admirer of 1950s Hollywood actress Jane Wyatt, a conical peak known as The Pimple and a pair of rocky pinnacles known as The Office Girls, named by appreciative U.S. surveyors in honor of their secretarial staff back home.

Amnesty offered to Miami residents with street loot

1) MIAMI - Police have given Miami residents 48 hours to return hundreds of thousands of dollars that rained onto an impoverished neighborhood after an armored car crashed.

2) The no-questions-asked amnesty, to end at midday Saturday, was announced a day after an accident that some residents of the inner city Overtown neighborhood called a gift from God.

3) During the Wednesday morning rush hour, a Brink’s armored security truck believed to be carrying $3.7 million flipped on a highway overpass, cracked open and sent a river of bundled currency and coins on to a street below.

4) Some residents grabbed bags and rakes to scoop up loot while others scrambled on their hands and knees in a carnival atmosphere amid chortles of “Finders keepers, losers weepers.”

5) Brink’s officials would not say how much money was lost before police arrived but police said they had heard estimates of $500,000 or even more. One firefighter found a bag holding $300,000 after the official retrieval began.

6) “We are going door to door talking to folks and we are appealing to their morals, to tell us what they know or to give us the money if they have it,” Lt. Bill Schwartz, a Miami police spokesman, said.

7) Officers were also warning residents that a sudden windfall could make them the victims of crime. “If we are looking for money you can bet that the bad guys are too,” Schwartz said.

Dutch rhino horn thief steals plastic replica

HAREN, Netherlands - A Dutch thief who stole what he believed was a rhinoceros horn from a university actually stole a plastic replica designed to thwart robbers, officials said Friday.

“It was quite a good look-alike,” said Martin Loonen at Groningen University. “We originally had the real horn with the skeleton, but a colleague who had been in Africa said that was crazy as it would probably be stolen. I suppose he was right.”

Loonen said the thief might have gotten the idea from a recent Dutch magazine article that had recounted the myth that powdered horn is a powerful aphrodisiac.

It was not known whether the plastic horn would be toxic if ingested, he said, but added the thief was likely to be very disappointed with the effect of any experiment.

Disgruntled but clean

BUFFALO, N.Y.—An ex-cook at the Erie County Hall cafeteria has been accused of leaving his co-workers something to remember him by—bleach in the coffee urns.

Walter Terrell, 33, of Buffalo, was fired last week after being accused of stealing.

But police say he returned Saturday, poured bleach into the coffee urns and on 56 chicken breasts. He is also accused of unplugging ice machines and stealing orange juice.

No one indulged in the tainted chickens or coffee. Cafeteria workers immediately noticed the damage when they returned to work.

Terrell was being held on charges of reckless endangerment, petty larceny, tampering with consumer products, criminal impersonation and burglary.

Hacker uses his trade to turn a profit

FREDERICK, Md.—A computer hacker who used his skills to steal thousands of dollars at a Taco Bell drive-in window is heading for the Big House.

Willis Robinson, 22, of Libertytown, was convicted of stealing $3,600 and sentenced to 10 years in prison with six years suspended.

Robinson figured out how to reprogram his cash register so that a $2.99 item would ring up as 1 cent, prosecutor Eric Schaffer said Thursday. Robinson would keep the difference and at the end of his shift return the

register to its normal settings.

It took Taco Bell two months to figure out what was going on. The hacking prompted the fast-food chain to change its cash register software system nationwide.

Twice the franchise replaced its mainframe central processing unit in the mistaken belief that hardware problems were causing shortages.

Llonely llamas llook for lloving famillies

COLUMBIA, S.C.—A roadside zoo here is not exactly fun for the whole family.

A television station Wednesday captured video of one mountain lion eating another mountain lion that had died in its cage. And other animals look like they’re on the verge of starvation, say zoo visitors.

“They’re definitely underfed and starving. They look hungry and sad,” zoo visitor Kenny Ball said.

“Jimmy Carter’s” roadside zoo (no relation to the former president) shut down in the fall after numerous complaints, but the family that ran it is having trouble finding new owners for the more than 20 lions, tigers and other animals, including bears and llamas, that live there.

Eileen Powell, co-president of the Marion County Humane Society, said she has gotten daily complaints for several weeks. People on the verge of tears call about the animals’ condition, she said.

The zoo has been charged with violating animal welfare laws, but a hearing is not scheduled to take place until February. Until then, the animals await.

Lenin’s body to receive latest makeover

MOSCOW - Vladimir Lenin, the Soviet leader whose body is still on public display in Red Square 73 years after his death, is scheduled to undergo his latest makeover later this month, officials said Friday.

Since Lenin’s death in 1924, Lenin’s mausoleum has closed for several months every year and a half or so to enable embalmers to give the body a thorough refreshening.

Mausoleum duty officer Mikhail Moravyov said on Friday that the mausoleum would close from Jan. 27 to March 24. He said that the usual “repairs” would take place during this time.

Under the once secret technique revealed by former embalmers after the fall of Communism, scientists use such periods to immerse Lenin’s body in a tub of chemicals for several months to hydrate it.

Although no longer the must-see attraction it was under communism, Lenin’s mausoleum remains open to the public five days a week for three hours a day.

Homer, The X-Files: A match made in the Twilight Zone
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1) (Jan 11, 1997 01:36 a.m. EST) -- For years, agents Mulder and Scully have been telling us, “The Truth is Out There,” but who would have thought to look in Springfield, home to Homer Simpson?

2) “The X-Files”’ dynamic duo (with the real voices of David Duchovny and Gillian Anderson) hook up with Homer after he has an eerie close encounter with an alien on a hilarious episode of “The Simpsons” Sunday night at 8 on Fox Network.

3) Bringing together the network’s best two shows (and the cornerstones of its Sunday night lineup) creates such inspired lunacy, it’s a wonder no one thought of it sooner. It’s actually an episode within an episode with Leonard Nimoy as our host.

4) “The following tale of alien encounters is true, and by true, I mean false,” he says in the opening. “It’s all lies. But they’re entertaining lies, and in the end isn’t that the real truth? The answer is no.”

5) After a few too many beers at Moe’s, Homer stumbles upon a glowing creature while walking in the woods. He runs home, convinced he has witnessed life from another world. Enter Mulder and Scully to investigate yet another report from the Heartland about little green men.

6) Duchovny and Anderson have a ball with the animated Mulder and Scully, who remain as deadpan as ever. And as with every Simpsons episode, nothing is sacred. Taking turns on the skewer are Boris Yeltsin, J. Edgar Hoover, ABC, CBS, NBC and Fox. Even those annoying Budweiser frogs finally get their comeuppance.
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