Fox has lots of nutty shows in the works

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
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1. (Mar 26, 1997 00:25 a.m. EST) -- Guess which two of these three series are actually being developed for the 1997-98 season on Fox and which one I made up.  Firstly,  “Blade Squad”, an action series set in the year 2001 about a cop who gets around on jet-powered roller skates.  Ther there’s  “My Beautiful World”, a comedy whose characters include a Marilyn Monroe impersonator and a child with the body of a 10-month-old baby and the head of a Queens cab driver.  Finally consider “The Notorious”, a drama about seven crime families, each representing one of the seven deadly sins.

2. Give up? If you’re a true Fox devotee, you’ll know that I didn’t make ANY of them up. Fox has high hopes for all three. A few days ago, the fourth network announced its slate of 28 series “in development” for fall. The phrase “in development” is a notoriously squishy one, but it generally means that a show has about a one-in-three chance of making it to the air.

3. Personally, I hope each of the above series sees the light of prime time, if only for an episode or two. I’m especially eager to see “The Notorious,” which promises to make last year’s “Kindred: The Embraced,” about vampire crime families, look toothless. Imagine the Anger clan vs. the Sloth clan: “You lazy sacks of garbage, get out of bed so we can slit your bleepin’ throats!” Picture the Gluttony clan and the Lust clan signing a peace treaty and planning the post-pact party:

4. “Let’s order in some ribs and cheesecake!” “Sure! But first....”

5. Fox being receptive to genuinely interesting ideas as well as genuinely dopey ones, it also has some dandy-sounding projects in the hopper. A live-action “Dilbert” is in development, under the auspices of cartoonist Scott Adams. Yes, the canine consultant Dogbert will be among the characters. No, Fox doesn’t yet know who’ll play him or Dilbert.

6. More good news: One of the more talented of those wacko Wayans sibs, Damon, has a comedy in the works. His co-star is David Alan Grier, Wayans’ frequent sketch partner in “In Living Color” and a killer comic in his own right, despite his showing in last year’s tepid “The Preston Episodes.”

7. Busy brother Damon will also direct “413 Hope St.,” a “gritty drama about a community center in New York that is a haven for kids from inner city streets,” starring Richard Roundtree and yet another cum laude graduate of “In Living Color,” Kelly Coffield.

8. The tireless David E. Kelley is the creator of “Ally McBeal,” a comedy-drama about a young lawyer with Walter Mitty daydreams. Another executive producer with a tony resume, David Burke (“TriBeca,” “Wiseguy”), is working on “Automatic Avenue,” which “goes behind the scenes of a hot TV cop show.”

9. Filmmaker and actor Jon Favreau (“Swingers”) and “Mad About You” co-creator Danny Jacobson both have new comedies in the works. Peter Scolari plays the nasty boss in a sitcom about a music video channel, “MV24.”

10. All right, here’s another Fox fall quiz. Which of these four titles am I making up: “Knight Life,” “Birthmarks,” “Two Guys, a Girl and a Pizza Place” or “Faster Baby, Kill”? Right. None of them. You’re catching on.
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We read an article about television shows that the American Fox network is currently planning for next year. The fact that they are planning them, does ______________ necessarily mean that they will all be made, in fact it seems that only about one ___________ three of the shows planned at this stage are __________________ made. 

The writer of the ____________________ thinks that many of the shows _____________ really crazy. To emphasise this he describes three shows that sound crazy to him, and asks the reader to try and work out which one is ________________  crazy that even a T.V. network would not make it. This makes the reader see how hard it is to pick out which one is _______________ than the other two - and then the writer springs his surprise - in fact Fox does not think that any of these shows are ________________ crazy to make,  it is seriously considering   ______________ of them!!

The writer thinks that the _____________ of a future policeman going around on  jet-powered roller skates is a bit crazy,  _______________ , on the other hand, a television series on now has policemen, (not to mention well-_________________ young policewomen,) racing around on bicycles,  and it ____________ seem so crazy.    __________________ , the idea of a guy racing around on a jet-powered skateboard looked logical enough in Back to the Future II .    In ______________, it _____________  like fun, though possibly a trifle dangerous. 

I think we must _______________ however, that the idea of a child with the body of a ten month old baby and the ______________ of a grown-up taxi driver, can indeed be _________________ strange. Also I’m rather sorry I ____________________ seen an old show the writer mentions, about crime families who are blood____________________ vampires. I have always liked Dracula movies. Sucking someone else’s blood may seem _______________ and disgusting,  ______________ the idea has always fascinated people for some reason, ( though ______________ less so in these days of AIDS.)
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But the writer doesn’t ________________ deal with _______________ he thinks are crazy sounding shows coming up, he also talks about some ________________ interesting ideas being developed by Fox.  There are __________________ , dramas and comedy-dramas coming. He ________________ a number of famous television writers and _______________ who are planning new,interesting-sounding________________ . There’s plenty of reason to go on being television zombies!! 
