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talk about morality and rock and roll. But the f-—ing right wing
does, and if we don’t clean our own house, then we become vulner-
able to them.”

This moral question has deeply shaken the music business. Judg-
ing from some of the responses to Greene’s initiatives, the industry
is far from a consensus on how the problem should be handled.
Many musicians are suspicious of the executives’ motives. “They
don’t want their artists taking dope because they won't be able to
milk more platinum out of them next season,” says singer Henry
Rollins. Even among executives, bitter factions are emerging. Con-
spicuously absent from Greene’s symposiums were key members
of Kurt Cobain's management team, John Silva and Danny Gold-
berg of Gold Mountain. (Goldberg is now the president of Mer-
cury.) In the wake of Cobain’s suicide, former Aerosmith manager
Collins, who is closely allied with MusiCares, wrote a save-our-
artists editorial in Billboard magazine that implicitly accused
Cobain’s people of allowing him to die. Neither Silva nor Goldberg

will discuss the situation .

publicly. But Ron Stone, an- The music

other manager at Gold .

Mountain, responds angri- - jRiClUSEtry has split

ly. “I find it the height of -

hypoerisy that people run  fItQ Factions over
how to handle the

heroin problem.

At the heart of

around grabbing headlines
about how they’re going to
do all these things,” he says.

“The reality is, none of the

record companies are going

to let go of a platinum artist

because they're on drugs. H H

And if they would take a po- the confl Ict IS

sition saying ‘We don’t want H

to do business with you,’ angu Is!' over

then there’s 20 other record i

companies that would do it GObaln S death'
inasecond.”

At the heart of this conflict is anguish and guilt over Cobain. Two
and a half years later, emotions remain raw over his loss. Cobain
was like the star pupil at a high school full of promising young tal-
ent. He was a brilliant musician and a nice person. No matter how
many Pearl Jams, Stone Temple Pilots and Bushes reach the top 10,
he can’t be replaced, and his decision to commit suicide has left a
terrible pall over the industry. “We constantly tried to get him
help,” says Stone. “The truth is, when he sobered up, when he
made a serious attempt to get his life in order, he took a real good
look at his life and he killed himself.”

Despite all this, heroin’s rep soars. People mistakenly think that
it’s not addictive if they snort it or smoke it. “In L.A., people are do-
ingit onareal casual basis,” says Rollins. “Like, ‘Oh, me and my girl-
friend did heroin this weekend.” Like it’s a trip. Like it’s a vacation.
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And I'm looking at them, going, ‘Are you out of your f-—ing mind?" ”

The fear is that the drug is becoming just another trend. “You got
a million needles tattooing kids,” says singer Exene Cervenka. :
“You got a million needles piercing their ears, piercing their noses,
piercing their lips. You got a million needles shooting drugs into
their veins. And to them it’s all the same thing, I don’t think kids
can differentiate between behaviors.” The streets of Seattle are
cluttered with kids who've moved there to do heroin, just because -
Cobain did—and this at a time when people in the Seattle music
scene claim drug use among musicians is tapering off. Singer-song-
writer Paul X, who’s been clean for six years, finds the “I have to do
it because Keith Richards/Lou Reed/Kurt Cobain did it” excuse
pretty lame. “It’s like buying Paul Newman’s salad dressing,” he :
says. “Have you tasted it? I mean, it’s not very good.” But even he
admits the power of a junkie idol. When did he start using? “Proba-
bly the day I put down ‘The Basketball Diaries’.”

Unfortunately, cool images in books, movies and magazines don’t
jibe with the reality of addiction. While Sid Vicious was being :
mythologized as junk’s favorite casualty in the '80s, Sex Pistols gui-
tarist Steve Jones was strung out on the streets of L.A. “I lost every-
thing, financially and emotionally,” he says. “Lost everything. I was
literally walking up and down Hellywood Boulevard with one pair
of jeans and one pair of tennis shoes, looking to steal a handbag off .
some old lady to get another fix.” With the help of a 12-step program,
Jones cleaned up 12 years ago. And even when the images are nega-
tive—“Trainspotting” conscientiously focuses on the drug’s
unglamorous side—the degradation can be part of the appeal. “Tt
has to do with being young and self-destructive,” says Tim Foljahn
of Two Dollar Guitar, who quit using three years ago. “It’s got the
reputation as the meanest, dirtiest drug—which I would not neces-
sarily agree with, because I've seen them all destroy people. But it’s
got that death tag on it. It’s as bad as you want to get.”

AND ONCE SOMEONE IS ADDICTED, IT DOESN'T MATTER WHO HE OR
she is. “An addict is an addict,” says Dave Navarro, guitarist for
Red Hot Chili Peppers. Clean for four and a half years, Navarto
used herom while in Jane’s Addiction, an influential first-wave al-
ternative band. But he started long before that. “When my mother .
died when I'was 13, 1 discovered I didn’t feel it as bid]??v%;l Twas -
loaded.” People specu]ate that the ressures of success and toyring
contributed to the deaths o in atd Shannon Hoon of Blind
Melon, but Navarro says it yoﬁ(‘ S the other way around. “In Jane’s
Addiction I felt ve felt very unsure, very uncomfortable, le says. “By the
time we were successful I was so down in the depths of despair :
that I didn’t experience any of it. Perhaps the level of success we
did réach énabled e To get through the destructive side of my use -
quicker, because I was able to spend more money and go down
faster. Whereas who knows how many years it would havegone on
had my habit been $50 a day?”
Recovery has allowed Navarro to see his addiction in clear
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