HELLO STUDENTS !!

You remember that homework when you used your dictionary to find the meanings of these words:     emulators, deviationism,  totalitarianism, genocide, bloodstained,  and Lenin.

  I’m sure you understood that the article with these words is going to be about all sorts of terrible things,  about murder and killing people,  and a famous man named Lenin, who was the leader of the Russian revolution.

( To go to the next page click on the green “NEXT” in the box,

to go back a page click on the green “back” ,)
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Now, when you read an article for the first time all you need to understand are the main ideas, to look at the bits you understand. 

So here are some bits from an article you are going to read.  You will see how many questions you can answer just from these bits.

( To go to the next page click on the green “NEXT” in the box,

to go back a page click on the green “back” ,

to check your answer click on the green “check”. 
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LENIN - MAN OF THE CENTURY.

From Baghdad to the remnants of Yugoslavia, the man has many emulators.

This is the headline.

 Do you think the writer will say good or bad things about Lenin ? (Look at the places he talks about.)  

Is he pleased or not that many people emulate (copy) Lenin ?

Answer in your notebook,

 GOTOBUTTON a1 Check Answer. 
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“Why” Lenin demanded, “should we  bother to reply to Kautsky?

It will be quite enough for us to announce that Kautsky is a traitor to the working class.”

2. What did Lenin think about Kautsky ? Was he ready to talk to him ?

Answer in your notebook,

 GOTOBUTTON a2 check  
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Let’s have an end to Kautsky (a German Socialist), an end to argument, and an end to whole categories of people.

Today in Bosnia are mass graves filled with victims of last summer’s slaughter of Muslims from what was called the ‘safe area’ of 

Srebenica. 

Saddam Hussein has assaulted a ‘protected’ area established for a category of people, the Kurds.

3.What is happening to whole categories of people ? What examples are given?

Answer in your notebook,

  GOTOBUTTON a3 check       
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Lenin’s words trace to him two of the twentieth century’s defining ideas, totalitarianism founded on terror,  and genocide as state policy.

4. What modern ideas started with Lenin ?

Answer in your notebook,

  GOTOBUTTON a4 check 
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“The Unknown Lenin: from the Secret Archive”  ( a new book) contains documents that the Soviet government never saw fit to publish. This is understandable given the idea that Lenin was a wise and idealistic fellow.

5. Did the Soviet government publish everything Lenin wrote? What did they  want people to think about Lenin ?

Answer in your notebook,

  GOTOBUTTON a5 check 
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Lenin wrote “hang, (hang without fail, so that people see,) no fewer than one hundred known kulaks, rich men, bloodsuckers ... Do it in such a way that for hundreds of kilometres around people will see...

Lenin might have influenced Hitler. Whereas Hitler at least had criteria for deciding who was a Jew, Lenin had no standards to define a Kulak. It was a personality type that Americans call a “go-getter”. 

6.  The writer is suggesting  that, in a way,  Lenin was even worse than Hitler. Why ?

Answer in your notebook,

  GOTOBUTTON a6 check  
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In 1918 Lenin exhorted workers to “merciless war” against the Kulak vampires”. “Death to them”. This was probably the first occasion when the leader of a modern state incited the populace to genocide. 

7. What  was so unusual (then) for a modern leader to do ?  What do you think “exhorted” must mean?  What do you think “incited” might mean ?
Answer in your notebook,

                  GOTOBUTTON a7 check 
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Pipes, writing of the Bolshevik’s murder of Nicholas II and his family in an Ekaterinburg basement the night of July 16-17 , 1918, says this marked mankind’s entry into an entirely new moral ...   The massacre, by secret order of the government, of a family that was remarkably commonplace, guilty of nothing, desiring only to be allowed to live in peace,  carried mankind for the first time ... genocide.

8. Why was the murder of the family of Nicholas II such a special crime then ?

    What is the name of the writer writing about this?

Answer in your notebook,

  GOTOBUTTON a8 check 
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One of Lenin’s colleagues recalls arguing with Lenin about police executions, without trials, of categories of people...people defined no more precisely than “counterrevolutionary agitators.”

9. Why was Lenin’s colleague upset ? 

Answer in your notebook,

    GOTOBUTTON a9 check 
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“Why do we bother with the Commissariat for Justice? Let’s call it the Commissariat for Social Extermination and be done with it. “

10.  Do you remember the film “Terminator”  (with Arnold Schwarznegger.

 What do you think ‘social ex -termination’ is ?

Why do you think that  Lenin’s colleague said that they should change the words ‘social justice’ to ‘social extermination’ ?

How do you think Lenin reacted to this suggestion? Was he angry ?

Answer in your notebook,

          GOTOBUTTON a10 check  
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Lenin’s face suddenly brightened and he replied, “Well put ...that’s exactly what it should be ... but we can’t say that.” 

11. Why is this answer of Lenin’s probably unexpected by the reader?

Answer in your notebook,

 GOTOBUTTON a11 check     
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Now you probably understand all the ideas in the article, just from the above words. Now ask the teacher for the full article. 

DO NOT BE AFRAID, you are only reading 

to get the main ideas,

to generally understand what the writer wants to tell you. 

Read it through, and then see if you can answer the next questions in your notebooks.
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MORE DETAILED QUESTIONS.

PARAGRAPH 1

1. In paragraph 1, was Lenin feeling patient or not ? What word tells us this??

2.  Lenin felt Kautsky was guilty of  ‘deviationism’.   To ‘deviate’ is to start doing something in a wrong way.  What do you think Lenin thought Kautsky was deviating from ?            GOTOBUTTON a21 

 GOTOBUTTON a21 
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PARAGRAPH 2

3. Who is publishing a book ?  What book?

4. Who is giving the tone, or atmosphere, for this century, in the writer’s opinion ?  Why do you think  he calls him ‘pioneering?          GOTOBUTTON a22 ** 
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PARAGRAPH 3
5. What stupid report did Lenin write in September 1920? Why was it not sensible ?

6. What words does the writer use to say that this silly idea does not agree with the government idea that Lenin was very wise ?

7. How do Lenin’s apologists,  (the people who try to apologise and say that Lenin was really O.K. ), how do they explain the terrible crimes in Soviet Russia ?

8. How does this new book of Lenin’s  never-before published writings prove that Lenin’s apologists are wrong ??          GOTOBUTTON a23 ** 
PARAGRAPH 4
9. By what names did Lenin call people he did not like ?  The writer does not use the word “names”,  what word does he use instead?  

     The writer  says all these words are similar, they all refer to the same kind of thing, they are all “entomological words”. What do you think this means ??

10. Who started the modern tradition of revolutions in Europe? In what way did Lenin copy him ?          GOTOBUTTON a24 ** 
PARAGRAPHS 8, 9
11. Look at the last two paragraphs. What do you think are the writer’s conclusions, what is he trying to say here at the end ?

LENIN - MAN OF THE CENTURY.

From Baghdad to the remnants of Yugoslavia, the man has many emulators.

This is the headline.

 Do you think the writer will say good or bad things about Lenin ?  

Is he pleased or not that many people emulate (copy) Lenin ?

 Well, he’ll probably say bad things, and not be pleased that many people copy Lenin, because  the things happening  in Baghdad  (Saddam Hussein,  remember ? )  and  Yugoslavia  (Bosnia) are definitely not good things.

 GOTOBUTTON q1 Go Back 
“Why” Lenin demanded, should we  bother to reply to Kautsky.

It will be quite enough for us to announce that Kautsky is a traitor to the working class.”

2. What did Lenin think about Kautsky ? Was he ready  talk to him ?

He thought he was a traitor, and he was not ready to reply, or talk, to him.

 GOTOBUTTON q2 go back 
Let’s have an end to Kautsky (a German Socialist), an end to argument, and an end to whole categories of people.

Today in Bosnia are mass graves filled with victims of last summer’s slaughter of Muslims from what was called the ‘safe area’ of 

Srebenica. 

Saddam Hussein has assaulted a ‘protected’ area established for a category of people, the Kurds.

3.What is happening to whole categories of people ? What examples are given?

Whole categories of people are being killed (coming to an end). Two examples are the Muslims in Bosnia , and the Kurds, killed by Saddam Hussein. 

 GOTOBUTTON q3 go back 
Lenin’s words trace to him two of the twentieth century’s defining ideas, totalitarianism founded on terror, and genocide as state policy.
4. What modern ideas started with Lenin ?

The two ideas are totalitarianism based on terror,  and genocide as the policy of the government or state.

 GOTOBUTTON q4 go back 
“The Unknown Lenin: from the Secret Archive” contains documents that the Soviet government never saw fit to publish. This is understandable given the idea that Lenin was a wise and idealistic fellow.

5. Did the Soviet government publish everything Lenin wrote? What did they  want people to think about Lenin ?

No, they did not. They wanted people to think he was wise and idealistic. ( This is why they never published the information that is now appearing in this new book called “The Unknown Lenin.”

 GOTOBUTTON q5 goback 
Lenin wrote “hang, (hang without fail, so that people see,) no fewer than one hundred known kulaks, rich men, bloodsuckers ... Do it in such a way that for hundreds of kilometres around people will see...

Lenin might have influenced Hitler. Whereas Hitler at least had criteria for deciding who was a Jew, Lenin had no standards to define a Kulak. It was a personality type that Americans call a “go-getter”. 

6.  The writer is suggesting  that, in a way,  Lenin was even worse than Hitler. Why ?

Lenin said to kill the Kulaks, but there was no standard  way to say who was a Kulak. If Lenin did not like you, he just decided you had the wrong personality, so you were a kulak and must die!! 
 GOTOBUTTON q6 go back 
In 1918 Lenin exhorted workers to “merciless war” against the Kulak vampires”. “Death to them”. This was probably the first occasion when the leader of a modern state incited the populace to genocide. 

7. What  was so unusual (then) for a modern leader to do  ?

He told part of his population to destroy another part of his own population. ( He was not telling them to go to war against another country, but to kill their own citizens and population.)      

  “Exhorted” just means  “told strongly.”

  “Incited”  means to  “make somebody do something” or “excite somebody to do something”. 

 GOTOBUTTON q7 go back  

Pipes, writing of the Bolshevik’s murder of Nicholas II and his family in an Ekaterinburg basement the night of July 16-17 , 1918, says this marked mankind’s entry into an entirely new moral ...   The massacre, by secret order of the government, of a family that was remarkably commonplace, guilty of nothing, desiring only to be allowed to live in peace,  carried mankind for the first time ... genocide.

8. Why was the murder of the family of Nicholas II such a special crime then ?

    What is the name of the writer writing about this?

The government decided to kill this family even though they had committed no crimes, just wanted to be left to live in peace. 

The name of the writer is ‘Pipes’ , (the first word.)

 GOTOBUTTON q8 go back 
One of Lenin’s colleagues recalls arguing with Lenin about police executions, without trials, of categories of people...people defined no more precisely than “counterrevolutionary agitators.”

9. Why was Lenin’s colleague upset ?

The police were killing whole categories of people, whole groups of people, without even having trials. 

 They just said that the people were “counter-revolutionary agitators”, 

  ( which just means that they were somehow disturbing the revolution,  or somehow against the revolution.   It is just like saying someone is a “bad person” and killing them, without ever  checking or finding  to see if they actually did any crime.)

 GOTOBUTTON q9 go back 
“Why do we bother with the Commissariat for Justice? Let’s call it the Commissariat for Social Extermination and be done with it. “

10.  Do you remember the film “Terminator”  (with Arnold Schwarznegger.

The terminator is a killer, he terminates or kills people.

 What do you think ‘social ex -termination’ is ?

Social extermination is killing people in your society.

Why do you think that  Lenin’s colleague said that they should change the words ‘social justice’ to ‘social extermination’ ?

He said it because the police were not giving justice, but just killing people.

How do you think Lenin reacted to this suggestion? Was he angry ?

We would expect Lenin to be angry when he was told that he was not giving justice, but only killing people.

 GOTOBUTTON q10 go back 
Lenin’s face suddenly brightened and he replied, “Well put ...that’s exactly what is should be ... but we can’t say that.” 

11. Why is this answer of Lenin’s probably unexpected by the reader?

We do not expect Lenin to be so honest about what he is doing - killing those  people that he does not like in his own society .

 GOTOBUTTON q11 go back 
1. Lenin was not feeling patient. The word that tells us is “exhausted.”

2. He thought he was deviating from socialism, or communism.   GOTOBUTTON q21 ** 
3. The Yale University Press is publishing a book of documents that Lenin wrote.

4. Lenin is giving the tone, or atmosphere for this century, (because there is so much killing.)  He calls Lenin pioneering because he was the first to start with genocide and killing like this.  GOTOBUTTON q21 **  

5. Lenin wrote a report saying that all of Western Europe, including Britain, was ready for a revolution, just like the revolution that happened in Russia. It was no sensible because none of these countries wanted communism.

6. He says 

    “It is hard to square the myth of Lenin’s wisdom with his long report ...  “

7.  They say that the bad things actually began with Stalin.

8. Lenin actually wrote that they must murder people.  GOTOBUTTON lastqs ** 
9. He called them “leeches,  spiders and bedbugs. “  The writer says “epithets” instead of names.    All these words are for kinds of insects   - ‘entomological” .

10. Robespierre, he called the people he did not like “bloodsuckers” , and so did Lenin.                  GOTOBUTTON lastqs ** 
