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Hi there!!  Here are some important questions for our times.

Answer them in your notebook please.
-What do you think of television ?

-Can you name a television show that you think is really crazy or stupid?

-Why is it stupid or crazy?

-List all the stupid television shows you can think of. How many are there?

-Why do you think they make television shows like these? 
	ben sommer
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   The writer of the  article you are going to read talks about some of the shows actually being planned by the Fox Network in America, and it is rather interesting. But first, there are some concepts you need to be aware of: 
 The seven deadly sins 

are a list of 7 terrible things that religion says  you must not do. (חט = sin). Among them are lust,   anger,    gluttony (  loving only food and eating),   and sloth ( laziness ) .

Are you guilty of any of them ??

What kind of television show do you think could involve the seven deadly sins?  Write down your suggestion, and then read on and find out!! 

	ben sommer
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  GOTOBUTTON  1.   Look at the headline .....

	FOX HAS LOTS OF NUTTY SHOWS IN THE WORKS.



	 How does the writer feel about the shows that are coming?

 What do you think is the meaning of the expression “in the works”?


Answer in your notebook,
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	ben sommer


2.
	Read paragraph one.

	 Which word means “ a person who pretends to be someone else.”

 The writer considers each of  the three shows mentioned here nutty. What  is crazy in each one of them? 

 He suggests that one of the three is too crazy even for Fox to develop. Which one of the three shows do you think this is, which is craziest?


Answer in your notebook,
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	ben sommer


3.
	Read paragraph two.

	 Why was the question at the beginning the article a trick question ??

 Which word means “lover”?

 What words mean “very general” or “not very exact”.

 What does the number 28 refer to ?

 What does the percentage 33 1/3 % refer to ?


Answer in your notebook,
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	ben sommer


4.
	Read paragraphs 3 and 4.

	  The writer talks about an old series from last year, called “Kindred: The Embraced”. What was so unusual about it?

 What do you think the writer means when he says the new series, “The Notorious”, will make this old series, “Kindred”,  look ‘toothless’.

 Why is this also a play on words, a pun ?

 What word means “family” ?

 Why does the writer not complete the sentence at the end of paragraph 4? 

What ending for the sentence are you supposed to understand?


Answer in your notebook,
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	ben sommer


5.
	In paragraph 5 ..

	 Which word means “really dumb and stupid”, and which word means “great” or “very good” - when both words start with the same letter?

 Which expression means “being planned”.

 What two characters from a famous comic strip are mentioned?

 Why are they mentioned?

 How is the subject of this paragraph completely different from what the writer has been writing up till  now?


Answer in your notebook,
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	ben sommer


6.
	Read paragraphs 6 to 9.

	 How are paragraphs 6 to 9 similar in idea to paragraph 5?

 Which word in paragraph 6 means crazy? Which word means brothers?

 A ‘killer comic” means a very funny guy. Who does the writer say is a killer comic, and was he really funny in “The Preston Episodes”? What word tells you this?

 List the different kinds of new shows mentioned in these paragraphs.


Answer in your notebook,
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	ben sommer


7.
	HAND THE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS INTO YOUR TEACHER PLEASE. WRITE  ON  EVERY  SECOND  LINE OF A  LARGE  PAGE



	 Which of all the new shows mentioned in the second half of the article would you most like to see? Why?

 Which of the new comedies mentioned in the second half of the article mentioned sounds the best to you? Why?

 In a letter or speech, describe fully a T.V. show that you would like to see made, and try to convince the Fox Network to make it. 

	ben sommer
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And now, find ten words in the article that are new to you, and write a
sentence with each one, to help you learn and remember it.
And finally, ask your teacher for the cloze exercise about this article.
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	THE END


answers 1.
	FOX HAS LOTS OF NUTTY SHOWS IN THE WORKS.



	 How does the writer feel about the shows that are coming?

 What do you think is the meaning of the expression “in the works”?

	 He thinks they are a bit crazy.

 It means being worked on, being prepared.
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answers 2.
	Read paragraph one.

	 Which word means “ a person who pretends to be someone else.”

 The writer considers each of  the three shows mentioned here nutty. What  is crazy in each one of them? 

 He suggests that one of the three is too crazy even for Fox to develop. Which one of the three shows do you think this is, which is craziest?

	 impersonator

1. the idea of a policeman on jet-powered roller skates seems a bit crazy.

2. a child with a baby’s body and the head of a grown up taxi driver seems a bit crazy.

3. crime families each being criminals in the field of one deadly sin

 ( laziness?? ,  eating ??? ) seems a bit crazy.

 See the next paragraph for the real answer.
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answers3.
	Read paragraph two.

	 Why was the question at the beginning the article a trick question ??

 Which word means “lover”?

 What words mean “very general” or “not very exact”.

 What does the number 28 refer to ?

 What does the percentage 33 1/3 % refer to ?

	  Fox is actually working on all three of these shows, not just two of them as the question suggests.

 devotee

 notoriously squishy

 It refers to the number of new shows that Fox is developing.

 It is the chance that any new show being worked on will actually be made, actually get to the television screen.  
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answers 4.
	Read paragraphs 3 and 4.

	 The writer talks about an old series from last year, called “Kindred: The Embraced”. What was so unusual about it?

 What do you think the writer means when he says the new series, “The Notorious”, will make the old series, “Kindred”,  look ‘toothless’.

 Why is this also a play on words, a pun ?

 What word means “family”

 Why does the writer not complete the sentence at the end of paragraph 4? 

What ending for the sentence are you supposed to understand?

	 The crime families in it were not families of ordinary human criminals, but vampires.

 The new crime series will make the old one look weak, and not powerful or frightening at all.

 Because if vampires lose their teeth, they become toothless, and then they are no longer scary or frightening.

 clan

 Because you are not supposed to write the word ‘sex’ anywhere, and this is what the crime family that represents lust would suggest,  after  the other crime family, that represents gluttony, ( love of food ) suggests cheesecake.
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answers 5.
	In paragraph 5 ..

	 Which word means “really dumb and stupid”, and which word means “great” or “very good” - when both words start with the same letter?

 Which expression means “being planned”.

 What two characters from a famous comic strip are mentioned?

 Why are they mentioned?

 How is the subject of this paragraph completely different from what the writer has been writing up till  now?

	 dopey , dandy

 in the hopper

 Dilbert and Dogbert.

 Fox is planning a television series with them.

 Here the writer starts talking about some good ideas that Fox is developing for television. Before this he talked about ideas he thought were crazy.
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answers 6.
	Read paragraphs 6 to 9.

	 How are paragraphs 6 to 9 similar in idea to paragraph 5?

 Which word in paragraph 6 means crazy? Which word means brothers?

 A ‘killer comic” means a very funny guy. Who does the writer say is a killer comic, and was he really funny in “The Preston Episodes”? What word tells you this?

 List the different kinds of new shows mentioned in these paragraphs.

	 They all talk about new shows that the writer thinks could be good.

 wacko is crazy,   sibs is brothers (short for siblings).

 David Alan Grier, and no he was not funny in this particular show. The word “despite” tells us this,  as the writer says that David Alan Grier is a killer comic, despite his performance in “The Preston Episodes”.

 Comedy, Drama, Comedy-Drama ... 
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