Hi there boys and girls !!
You are going to read an article which expects you to know who Kurt Cobain was, do you know ?
The article also expects you to know these underlined words, check and see that you know them. If not, check your dictionary.
1.  Israeli opinion was split down the middle in the last election, half voted for the left, and half for the right.
2. He is an important executive in the music business.
3. He is not drunk, he is sober.
4. Smoking is addictive, once you start, you cannot give it up.
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So,  boys and girls, today we are going to look at a page from a Newsweek article. Remember, you are not expected to understand every word.  But even though you do not understand every word, you will see that a clever person like you is perfectly able to understand what the article is about.

  So the most important thing to remember is,

                                                  if you see  words you do not know

DON’T PANIC 
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	ben sommer


Get the article from the teacher. DON’T PANIC. Look at the pictures at the top of the page. Who are all these people ?

What do they share in common? What is the article going to be about ?

Answer in your notebook,
	 MACROBUTTON GoToPreviousPage back 
	
	 MACROBUTTON GoToNextPage NEXT 

	ben sommer


You see a quote in big black letters in the middle of the page. The first sentence says

	The music industry has split into factions over how to handle the heroin problem.

	 Which problem is being talked about ?

 Do the people in the music industry agree on how to handle the problem?

 Can you guess the meaning of the word “factions” ?

	


Answer in your notebook,
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answers
	The music industry has split into factions over how to handle the heroin problem.

	 Which problem is being talked about ?

 Do the people in the music industry agree on how to handle the problem?

 Can you guess the meaning of the word “factions” ?

	 The drug problem, taking heroin.

 No, they can’t.

 Factions are different groups.
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In line 4 we read

	Many musicians are suspicious of the executive’s motives.

	Do the musicians trust the other people in the music industry ?

	


Answer in your notebook,
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answers  

In line 4 we read

	Many musicians are suspicious of the executive’s motives.

	Do the musicians trust the other people in the music industry ?

	No, they don’t
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In the next line we read 

	“They don’t want their artists taking dope because they won’t be able to milk more platinum out of them next lesson,” says singer Henry Rollins.

	 In the music industry, what is a ‘platinum record’, or ‘to go platinum’ ?

 So what does it mean if the music industry tries to ‘milk more platinum’ out of an artist ?

 So what does Henry Rollins think the executives really care about ?

	


Answer in your notebook,
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answers                                         In the next line we read 

	“They don’t want their artists taking dope because they won’t be able to milk more platinum out of them next lesson,” says singer Henry Rollins.

	 In the music industry, what is a ‘platinum record’, or ‘to go platinum’ ?

 So what does it mean if the music industry tries to ‘milk more platinum’ out of an artist ?

 So what does Henry Rollins think the executives really care about ?

	 It means to sell a lot of records and make a lot of money, even more than a ‘gold record’.

 It means to get more money out of an artist’s singing and music.

 Money.
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In line 11 it says

	In the wake of Cobain’s suicide, former Aerosmith manager Collins .......

wrote ....... in Billboard Magazine ....... accused Cobain’s people of allowing him to die.

	 When did Collins write this ?

 Do you know who Aerosmith is?

 So who is Collins ?

 What does he think Cobain’s people ( in the music  business) should have done about his taking drugs ??

	


Answer in your notebook,
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answers                                                      In line 11 it says

	In the wake of Cobain’s suicide, former Aerosmith manager Collins .......

wrote ....... in Billboard Magazine ....... accused Cobain’s people of allowing him to die.

	 When did Collins write this ?

 Do you know who Aerosmith is?

 So who is Collins ?

 What does he think Cobain’s people ( in the music  business) should have done about his taking drugs ??

	 He wrote this after Cobain killed himdself.

 A famous pop group / band.

 He used to manage Aerosmith.

 They should have stopped him taking drugs, they should not have let him do it.
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Then we read, mostly from line 24

	But Ron Stone ........ responds angrily ......  The reality is, none of the record companies are going to let go of a platinum artist because they’re on drugs. And if they would take a position saying “We don’t want to do business with you”, then there’s 20 other companies that would do it in a second.

	What does Ron Stone think would happen if a record company  tried to  make one of its artists stop taking drugs ?



	


Answer in your notebook,
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answers                               Then we read, mostly from line 24

	But Ron Stone ........ responds angrily ......  The reality is, none of the record companies are going to let go of a platinum artist because they’re on drugs. And if they would take a position saying “We don’t want to do business with you”, then there’s 20 other companies that would do it in a second.

	What does Ron Stone think would happen if a record company  tried to  make one of its artists stop taking drugs ?



	The artist would just leave and go and work for another company and make money for them.
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In line 41, talking about Kurt Cobain,   Ron Stone says

	“We constantly tried to get him help” .... “The truth is, when he sobered up, when he made a serious attempt to get his life in order, he took a real good look at his life and he killed himself.”

	 According to Stone, why did the fact that he was not on drugs cause Cobain to kill himself ?

	


Answer in your notebook,
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answers                                                                                                  In line 41, talking about Kurt Cobain,   Ron Stone says

	“We constantly tried to get him help” .... “The truth is, when he sobered up, when he made a serious attempt to get his life in order, he took a real good look at his life and he killed himself.”

	 According to Stone, why did the fact that he was not on drugs cause Cobain to kill himself ?

	When he was on drugs he did not care about anything. When he went off drugs he could look at his life realistically. He saw what a mess he had made of his life, so he killed himself.
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In line 44 ..

	People mistakenly think that it is not addictive if they snort it or smoke it. In L.A. people are doing it on a real casual basis,” says Rollins.  “Like, ‘Oh, me and my girlfriend did heroin this weekend.’ Like it’s a  trip. Like it’s a vacation. And I’m looking at them going, ‘Are you out of your f---ing mind?”

	What  mistaken belief  does this paragraph talk about ?

	 


Answer in your notebook,
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answers
In line 44 ..

	People mistakenly think that it is not addictive if they snort it or smoke it. In L.A. people are doing it on a real casual basis,” says Rollins.  “Like, ‘Oh, me and my girlfriend did heroin this weekend.’ Like it’s a  trip. Like it’s a vacation. And I’m looking at them going, ‘Are you out of your f---ing mind?”

	What  mistaken belief  does this paragraph talk about ?

	The belief that that if you just smell or smoke heroin, it is O.K.
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In line 49 we read

	The fear is that the drug is becoming just another trend. “You got a million needles tattooing kids,” says singer Exene Cervenka. “You got a million needles piercing their ears, piercing their noses, piercing their lips. You got a million needles shooting drugs into their veins. And to them it’s all the same thing. I don’t think kids can differentiate between behaviours.”

	 Needles pierce young people’s ears. Why?  

 Guess the meaning of pierce.
 Needles tattoo kids. What is to tattoo .

 Cervenka says the kids need to know how to tell the difference beween behaviours. How does he say “to tell the difference” ?

 What behaviours do the kids need to learn to differentiate ?

 Guess the meaning of trend ( in the first line above.)

	


Answer in your notebook,
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answers        In line 49 we read

	The fear is that the drug is becoming just another trend. “You got a million needles tattooing kids,” says singer Exene Cervenka. “You got a million needles piercing their ears, piercing their noses, piercing their lips. You got a million needles shooting drugs into their veins. And to them it’s all the same thing. I don’t think kids can differentiate between behaviours.”

	 Needles pierce young people’s ears. Why?  

 Guess the meaning of pierce.
 Needles tattoo kids. What is to tattoo .

 Cervenka says the kids need to know how to tell the difference beween behaviours. How does he say “to tell the difference” ?

 What behaviours do the kids need to learn to differentiate ?

 Guess the meaning of trend ( in the first line above.)

	 So they can wear earrings in their ears.

 To make a hole in.

 To put pictures on your skin with a needle putting small pockets of colour under the skin.

 To differentiate.

 A needle making a hole in your ear, or putting on a tattoo, as against a needle putting a drug into your blood.

 Fashion.
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In line 64 we read

	Unfortunately, cool images in books, movies and magazines don’t jibe with the reality of addiction.

	In your own words, say what is unfortunate.

	


Answer in your notebook,
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answers 

In line 64 we read

	Unfortunately, cool images in books, movies and magazines don’t jibe with the reality of addiction.

	In your own words, say what is unfortunate.

	That the picture of drug taking in the media makes it look fun and cool, and nothing like the reality which is neither fun nor cool.
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From line 81 we read

	Dave Navarro, guitarist for Fred Hot Chili Peppers.   ..... Navarro used heroin while ......     But he started long before that.  When my mother died I when I was 15 ....... 

     People speculate that the pressures of success and touring contributed to the deaths of Cobain and Shannon Hoon of Blind Melon,  but Navarro says it works the other way around.

	 Why do some people think Cobain took drugs ?

 Does Navarro  agree ?

 Did Navarro start taking drugs when he was successful ?

 When did he start ?

	


Answer in your notebook,
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answers 

	Dave Navarro, guitarist for Fred Hot Chili Peppers.   ..... Navarro used heroin while ......     But he started long before that.  When my mother died I when I was 15 ....... 

     People speculate that the pressures of success and touring contributed to the deaths of Cobain and Shannon Hoon of Blind Melon,  but Navarro says it works the other way around.

	 Why do some people think Cobain took drugs ?

 Does Navarro  agree ?

 Did Navarro start taking drugs when he was successful ?

 When did he start ?

	 Because of the pressures of success.

 No.

 No.

 When his mother died, when he was 15.
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Navarro goes on to say

	.... “I felt very unsure, very uncomfortable,” he says. By the time we were successful I was so down in the depths of despair that I didn’t experience any of it.

	Did he enjoy the success when it came ?  Explain.

	


Answer in your notebook,
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answers 

Navarro goes on to say

	.... “I felt very unsure, very uncomfortable,” he says. By the time we were successful I was so down in the depths of despair that I didn’t experience any of it.

	Did he enjoy the success when it came ?  Explain.

	No, he had already been on drugs so long that by the time success came along he did not even know what was happening around him.
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Good, now read the article, and see if you can find the answer to these questions.

1. What were the names of the people who managed Kurt Cobain ?

2. What company did they work for ?

3. Who is Ron Stone ?

4. What is Rollins response when people tell him they take drugs for fun ?

5. In lines 55 - 60 there is another reason why kids take drugs. What is it ? What does Paul K think of this reason ?

6. At the end, Dave Navarro says his success did make his drug taking worse. How ?

7. What do you think about pop stars and drugs, and all this ??
