Hi there!! Today you are going to read an interesting article.  Here are a few words you may need.

1.  To “coerce” is to force.

2.  “secular” means “not religious”.

3.  “tolerance” means accepting that other people have a right to be different and that there is nothing wrong with being different.

4.  To give “offence” is to insult and hurt the feelings. 

	ben sommer


 Just from these words, what do you expect this article to be about ??
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 GOTOBUTTON  1.

	This article gives one man’s opinion about a conflict of opinion between religious and secular. Look at the first two paragraphs.

	 [image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]Where  is the conflict taking place?

 What do the religious want to close? When?

 What right are the people there fighting for?

 Their biggest objection to the closure is that it goes against their ..............


Answer in your notebook,
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	ben sommer


2.
	In paragraphs 3, 4 and 5.

	 What word means a “takeover”?

 Who are they afraid will take over?

 They compare forcing the mall to close in Ramat Aviv to something. What do they compare it to?

 What do the two things they compare have in common? How are they the same???


Answer in your notebook,
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	ben sommer


3.
	

	 Does the writer agree with the Ramat Avivians ??

 In the paragraph of the facts, the writer explains how it was suddenly decided to close the mall on Saturday. What is the explanation?


Answer in your notebook,
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4.
	In paragraphs 8, 9 and 10.

	 The writer believes this is secular coercion. He supports the businessman, Leviev, because he says no-one has the right to  .....

 Do you agree?


Answer in your notebook,
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5.
	In paragraphs 11, 12 and 13

	 How does the writer say  that  a closed business on Shabbat in a secular neigbourhood differs from an open one on Shabbat in a religious neighbourhood? He says opening on Shabbat in a religious area is much more ......

 What do the Ramat Avivians have to learn about tolerance?

 Why does he say it will be a real character builder ?    


Answer in your notebook,
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6.
	In the rest of the article.

	 What is Leviev trying to force McDonalds to do?

 What does the writer compare this to (para. 19).

 Who does the writer think is right here?

 How is the writer’s support for Leviev against Ramat Avivians the same as his stand on McDonalds? - In both cases the writer says that no-one has the right to .....


Answer in your notebook,
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7.
	

	 Why does the writer say it is Talmudic?

 Why does he say it is part of Israel’s culture war?

 What do you think about all this?? Why ? Write a letter to the editor of the paper that this article appeared in, expressing your opinion. 


HAND IN THE ANSWERS TO  THESE THREE QUESTIONS TO YOUR NOBLE, HARDWORKING TEACHER PLEASE.
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	ben sommer
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	THE END


answers 1.
	This article gives one man’s opinion about a conflict of opinion between religious and secular. Look at the first two paragraphs.

	 Where  is the conflict taking place?

 What do the religious want to close? When?

 What right are the people there fighting for?

 Their biggest objection to the closure is that it goes against their ..............

	 Ramat Aviv.

 A shopping mall, on Saturdays.

 The right to shop on weekends.

 Their biggest objection to the closure is that it goes against their values and lifestyle.
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answers 2.
	In paragraphs 3, 4 and 5.

	 What word means a “takeover”?

 Who are they afraid will take over?

 They compare forcing the mall to close in Ramat Aviv to something. What do they compare it to?

 What do the two things they compare have in common? How are they the same???

	 encroachment.

 the haredim, the religious.

 They compare it to opening a mall on Shabbat in Bnei Barak.

 Each one goes against the shopping  lifestyle of the people living in that place.
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answers3.
	

	 Does the writer agree with the Ramat Avivians ??

 In the paragraph of the facts, the writer explains how it was suddenly decided to close the mall on Saturday. What is the explanation?

	 No.

 The company that was building the mall was intending to keep it open on Saturday, but then it sold control of the project to a religious businessman.
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answers 4.
	In paragraphs 8, 9 and 10.

	 The writer believes this is secular coercion. He supports the businessman, Leviev, because he says no-one has the right to  .....

 Do you agree?

	 No one has the right to tell the owner of a business how to run that business, or to force him to obey someone else’s religious beliefs. It is his business and his money.


 GOTOBUTTON Q4 RETURN 
answers 5.
	In paragraphs 11, 12 and 13

	 How does the writer say  that  a closed business on Shabbat in a secular neigbourhood differs from an open one on Shabbat in a religious neighbourhood? He says opening on Shabbat in a religious area is much more ......

 What do the Ramat Avivians have to learn about tolerance?

 Why does he say it will be a real character builder ?    

	  He says opening on Shabbat in a religious area is much more offensive and insulting than just having a shop closed on Saturday in a secular area.

 They have to learn that tolerance is also painful, accepting the right of people to live differently from you.

 When you do not always have everything your own way you learn to become less spoiled and more tolerant.   
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answers 6
	In the rest of the article.

	 What is Leviev trying to force McDonalds to do?

 What does the writer compare this to (para. 19).

 Who does the writer think is right here?

 How is the writer’s support for Leviev against Ramat Avivians the same as his stand on McDonalds? - In both cases the writer says that no-one has the right to .....

	 To keep kosher, and not sell cheeseburgers.

 He compares it to saying the waitresses must dress in long clothes like religious women, and the waiters must offer tefillin to customers.

 McDonalds.

  In both cases the writer says that  the owner of a  business has the right to decide how to run his business, without having other people’s religious beliefs forced upon him. The Ramat Avivians do not own the mall, and Leviev does not own McDonalds.
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